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Art Unit: 3763 

DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cianci et al 
(US 4140127). Cianci discloses a catheter sheath having a first panel member 48a and a second 
panel member 48b defining a tubular configuration, the first panel being folded over to form a 
double thickness, and the second panel being folded over to form a double thickness (Col. 3, 
lines 30-40). See Fig. 2. Cianci inherently discloses the steps of providing a first panel 28a and 
a second panel 28b and folding the panels and heat sealing the panels to each other. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2 and 3, and 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cianci in view of Wu et al (US 4246909). Claim 2 differs from Cianci in calling for the 
cover to further comprise a throat. Claim 3 differs in calling for the width of the throat to be less 
that one half of the circumference of the medical probe. Claims 14 and 15 differ in calling for 
the step of providing a throat with the specified circumference. Wu teaches a cover 10 for a 
medical probe having a throat 37 that has been heat sealed with a width that is less than one half 
of the circumference of the medical probe so that the cover cannot inadvertently slide off of the 
probe (Col. 3, lines 18-22, 43-45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the cover of Cianci to have a throat of less than 
one half the circumference of the probe as taught by Wu so that the cover cannot inadvertently 
slide off of the probe. 

5. Claims 4 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cianci in 
view of Wu as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of Poncy (US 4165000). Claim 4 
differs from Cianci in view of Wu in calling for the first end of the cover to define a funnel 
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configuration. Claim 16 differs in calling for the step of defining the funnel. Poncy teaches a 
medical probe cover having a first end with a flaring or funnel configuration defined by a heat 
sealing die to facilitate the insertion of the medical probe (Col. 4, lines 18-22). See Fig. 5. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
to modify the cover above to have a first end with a funnel configuration as taught by Poncy to 
facilitate insertion of the probe. 

6. Claims 5 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cianci in 
view of Poncy. Claim 5 differs from Cianci in calling for the first panel member to extend 
beyond the second panel. Claim 17 differs in calling for the step of defining the extended 
portion. Poncy teaches a cover hawing a first panel 24 that projects beyond the end of the 
second panel 22 to serve as a guide to facilitate inserting the probe into the sheath (Col. 3, lines 
60-63). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the cover of Cianci to have a first panel extending beyond the second panel 
as taught by Poncy to facilitate insertion of the probe into the sheath. 

7. Claims 6 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cianci in 
view of Gammons et al (US 6224543). Claim 6 differs from Cianci in calling for the cover to be 
partially inverted. Claim 18 differs in calling for the step of inverting the second end. Gammons 
teaches a sheath having a second end that has been inverted to facilitate movement of the sheath 
onto the tip of a medical probe (Col. 1, lines 9-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the cover of Cianci to be 



Application/Control Number: 10/775,775 
Art Unit: 3763 



PageS 



partially inverted as taught by Gammons to facilitate movement of the sheath onto the tip of a 
medical probe. 

8. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cianci in view of 
Weaver (US 5667068). Claim 7 differs from Cianci in calling for the cover to be fabricated of a 
material having elastomeric properties. Weaver teaches a protective cover for a medical probe 
formed of an elastic material so that the cover can protect the delicate probe (Col. 2, lines 61-66). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
to modify the cover of Cianci to be formed of an elastic material as taught by Weaver to protect 
the delicate probe. 

9. Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cianci in 
view of Poncy and further in view of Wu. Cianci discloses a catheter sheath having a first panel 
member 48a and a second panel member 48b defining a tubular configuration, the first panel 
being folded over to form a double thickness, and the second panel being folded over to form a 
double thickness (Col. 3, lines 30-40). See Fig. 2. 

10. Claim 8 differs from Cianci in calling for the first panel member to extend beyond the 
second panel. Poncy teaches a cover hawing a first panel 24 that projects beyond the end of the 
second panel 22 to serve as a guide to facilitate inserting the probe into the sheath (Col. 3, lines 
60-63). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
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invention to modify the cover of Cianci to have a first panel extending beyond the second panel 
as taught by Poncy to facilitate insertion of the probe into the sheath. 

11. Claim 8 further differs from Cianci in view of Poncy in calling for in calling for the cover 
to further comprise a throat. Claim 9 differs in calling for the width of the throat to be less that 
one half of the circumference of the medical probe. Wu teaches a cover 10 for a medical probe 
having a throat 37 with a width that is less than one half of the circumference of the medical 
probe so that the cover cannot inadvertently slide off of the probe (Col. 3 5 lines 1 8-22, 43-45). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
to modify the cover of Cianci to have a throat of less than one half the circumference of the 
probe as taught by Wu so that the cover cannot inadvertently slide off of the probe. 

12. Claim 10 differs from the teachings above in calling for the cover to have a funnel 
configuration. Poncy teaches a medical probe cover having a first end with a flaring or funnel 
configuration to facilitate the insertion of the medical probe (Col. 4, lines 18-22). See Fig. 5. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
to modify the cover above to have a first end with a funnel configuration as taught by Poncy to 
facilitate insertion of the probe. 

13. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cianci in view of 
Poncy in further view of Wu as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of Gammons. 
Claim 11 differs from the teachings above in calling for the cover to be partially inverted. 



Application/Control Number: 10/775,775 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3763 

Gammons teaches a sheath having a second end that is inverted to facilitate movement of the 
sheath onto the tip of a medical probe (Col. 1, lines 9-11). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the cover above to be 
partially inverted as taught by Gammons to facilitate movement of the sheath onto the tip of a 
medical probe. 

14. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cianci in view of 
Poncy in further view of Wu as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of Weaver. Claim 
12 differs from the teachings above in calling for the cover to be fabricated of a material having 
elastomeric properties. Weaver teaches a protective cover for a medical probe formed of an 
elastic material so that the cover can protect the delicate probe (Col. 2, lines 61-66). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify 
the cover above to be formed of an elastic material as taught by Weaver to protect the delicate 
probe. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura A. Bouchelle whose telephone number is 571-272-2125. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8-4. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nicholas Lucchesi can be reached on 517-272-4977. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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